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The nationwide death toll grew by a record daily increase of 1,015 to 225,325, and the number of recoveries
increased by 23,426 to 7,040,481. Over 47.5 million Russians have received both doses of a coronavirus
vaccine and 51 million have received at least one dose. Meanwhile, a Bangladesh diplomat in New
Delhi said that they are in contact with the Serum Institute of India (SIl) to procure the rest 20 million
doses of AstraZeneca for Covid-19 as per commitment with SlI.

Bangladesh only received 7 million doses under the deal in the first two months of the year, according
to data from India's Foreign Ministry. The other 3 million were donated by the Indian government. SlI
and Bangladesh’s drugmaker Beximco Pharma signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for
priority delivery of the vaccine doses. Under the deal, Beximco was supposed to purchase five million
doses of vaccine per month. Sl supplied the vaccine at a price of around $4 to $5 per dose, a rate
similar to what India pays. It partnered with AstraZeneca, the Gates Foundation and the Gavi vaccine
alliance to produce a billion Covid-19 vaccine for supply worldwide. India, the world's biggest maker of
vaccines, stopped exports of Covid shots in April to focus on inoculating its own population as infections
exploded. Bangladesh signed a commercial deal with Sll to buy 30 million doses of AstraZeneca
vaccines in November 2021. Meanwhile, after top level political decision of the Indian government,
Bangladesh got one million doses of corona vaccines, produced by the Serum Institute of India (SlI) this
month. Diplomats in New Delhi are persistently continuously pursuing top Indian politicians, diplomats,
policy-makers, think-tanks and businessmen to resume export of corona vaccine on large scale.

“The export of vaccines totally depends on the decision of the Indian government. Manufacturers have
no role here except manufacturing the vaccine. The Bangladesh mission is persistently pursuing the
case through all possible channels,” said a diplomat.

Meanwhile, Through China's Sinopharm Group, Bangladesh's Incepta Pharmaceutical Company
Limited and Bangladesh's Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in August signed a three-partite agreement
to produce vaccines locally, Bangladesh is unlikely to get a vaccine this year. Bangladesh Health and
Family Welfare Minister Zahid Maleque said the signing of the agreement is a new milestone in
China-Bangladesh's relationship.

Liu Jingzhen, chairman of Sinopharm Group, said after the agreement is implemented, the Bangladeshi
company will be able to distribute at least 5 million doses of COVID-19 inactivated vaccine every month
in the country for local pandemic prevention and control.

Meanwhile, Health minister Zahid Maleque said recently that Bangladesh will not co-fund a late-stage
domestic trial of a potential coronavirus vaccine developed by China’s Sinovac Biotech. His comments
come weeks after Sinovac asked the Bangladesh government to co-fund the domestic trials, which
sources said would cost roughly $7 million. Sinovac informed the health ministry in a letter, seen by
Reuters, that a delay in approvals in Bangladesh had resulted in funding getting reallocated to trials in
other countries. “We are not co-funding the trial. That was not in the agreement. They never asked for
money when they approached us,” Zahid Maleque said. “As per agreement, they’ll bear all expenses of
the trial, they’ll give us 110,000 free vaccines and they’ll share the technology so that our pharmaceuti-
cal companies can make the vaccine.” Sinovac, which last month commenced Phase Il trials on its
“CoronaVac” vaccine in Turkey, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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